TRADITION

GASTRONOMY

his route could be described as a full gastronomic

tour through the provinces of Cadiz, Malaga and

Route of the Almoravids and Almobad.s

This Route evokes the long and
profound relationship between

two continents, harel\-'

Granada, given the variety and quality of products
and recipes that can be found all along these itineraries.
The Atlantic coast of Cadiz offers delicious and fresh fish
and shellfish, while the
countryside provides a delight
for the palate in its wines from
Jerez, along with gazpachos,
thick soups and other
specialities. From the sierras
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HANDICRAFTS

he arts and crafts traditions are still going strong

moulded the Western Maghreb and al-Andalus into a ¥ los Gazules [¥ g
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huge empire. Following its African prelude, this

cultural route commences in Tarifa, which together Castellar de

with Algeciras, are the starting points of the trip. The
journey reveals the irresistible charms of the coast, the
cultivated plains and the sierras of Cadiz and Malaga,
with villages and towns which preserve the most pure
Andalusian charm. Breathtaking landscapes,
legendary towns and castles, monuments, traditions,
along with the warm hospitality of its people, are the
ingredients of this irresistible itinerary, which
traverses valleys and mountains and ends in the final

magical destination of Granada.

e legacy of al-Andalus

he Iberian Peninsula went through one of the

most privileged periods in its history during

the Muslim era, which resulted in a brilliant
civilization. During this time, Andalusia became the
cultural centre of Europe and the link between East

and West

The Routes of “El legado andalusi” go through those
paths which connected the kingdom of Granada
with the rest of al-Andalus in the past. Along this
itinerary travellers have the possibility of enjoying
wonderful landscapes on a quiet journey, tasting
exquisite dishes and giving free rein to their
imagination by turning past events into a present
experience.

Corral del Carbén, Granada, Spain.
Headquarters of El legado andalusf Andalusian Public Foundation.
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ALMORAVIDS AND ALMOHADS

he name of this route makes reference to the two

movements which forged great empires in North

Africa and the Iberian Peninsula between the 11th
and 13th centuries. From the Western Sahara and
Marrakech, the capital founded in 1070, the Almoravids
created a vast dominion, which stretched from Senegal to
the kingdoms of al-Andalus. Their successors and rivals,
the Almohads, or “The Unitarians”, came from the Atlas
mountains. Following a great conflict in the middle of the
12th century, the Almohads took control of Marrakech
and consolidated their power in the lands of the Maghreb
and the Peninsula.

THE WHITE VILLAGES

he group of small towns and whitewashed villages

that stand out in the beautiful countryside of the

sierras between Arcos and Ronda, the so-called
Pueblos Blancos (White Villages), constitute an essential
section of this route. Their romantic appearance, clustered
around castles and churches and dominating the horizon
from cliff tops and hilltops, or sheltered under imposing
mountains, impress and captivate the traveller.
The same feeling occurs when the visitor enters the
charming maze of the old town centers, with winding
streets that still retain all the essence of medieval times
and the atmosphere of an architecture which embodies
the ideal of typically Andalusian construction: sober
elegant fa(;acles, whitewashed walls, empty gaps enclosed
by wrought iron grills, roofs of red tiles and, inside, patios
with wells, ﬂowerpots and plants that are a haven of
intimacy. Arcos, Zahara de la Sierra, Grazalema, Olvera,
Setenil de las
Bodegas and a
whole bunch of
villages, make
up one of the
most attractive
itineraries of
popular
architecture
that can be
followed in
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ITINERARIES AND DISTANCES

he route covers a stretch of about 300 to 450

kilometers between Algeciras and Granada,

depending on the options of path chosen. From
Algeciras and Tarifa a first branch goes directly to Ronda
through the userrania, and passing through Castellar,
Jimena de la Frontera, Gaucin and the villages located in
the Genal river valley, along the A-369 road. The western
branch of the route, on the other hand, covers longer
distances. It passes through Alcali de los Gazules and
Medina Sidonia, connected by the A-381 and goes on to
Cadiz, El Puerto de Santa Maria and Jerez. From here it
follows the A-382 towards Arcos and the White Villages
of Cadiz: Grazalema, Zahara, Algodonales, Olvera,
Setenil, until it reaches Ronda. The route then rises up the
A-367 to Teba and Campillos, where it joins the N-331
and the C-340 towards Vélez-Malaga. After the route
along the villages in the province of Granada, we shall
arrive at our goal: Granada

HISTORY AND ARCHITECTURE

TOWNS, VILLAGES AND CASTLES
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The Route of the Almoravids
and Almohads connects the
coast and the villages of the
Straits with Granada via
Cadiz, Jerez and Ronda,
following the main means of
communication of the
network that linked the
north of Africa and the south
of al-Andalus. The stretch
that runs through the
provinces of Cadiz, Malaga
and Granada, splits into two
branches in Algeciras, which
converge in Ronda, from
where a single final section
Egoes on to Granada. Today
the journey follows a modern
network of roads (A-369, A-
381, A-382, A-92, A-367,
N-331 and A-359).

‘When considering the altitudes on the route, there is a marked contrast in the course
of the journey. The first part runs through villages situated at sea level; Algeciras,
Cadiz, El Puerto and in slightly elevated sections of the plains like Alcald, Medina and
Arcos, at altitudes between 100 and 300 m. Further on, the large part of the journey
runs i and hi areas b 500 and 800 m. in altitude.
Ronda and Gmnnﬂa are over 700 m. The highest point in the journey is the town of
Grazalema, boxed in by mountains at 812 m.

he traces of the legacy of al-Andalus become patent along every step of the road, in the
compact appearance of the vi.llages, in their defensive and monumental construction

and in their traditional architecture; a panorama, which later on was enriched in
artistic forms and constructions, which ranged from Mudejar to Baroque, following the
Christian conquest. The Almoravids, like their successors at the head of the Hispano-Muslim
empire, the Almohads, were skillful constructors, who notably promoted the enlargement of

the Andalusian towns,
endowing them with extensive
walls, alcazabas (fortresses)
and other buildings. The
period covering the 12th to
the 15th centuries was equally decisive, when these lands
constituted the western frontier of the Kingdom of Granada, until
its fall in 1492. It was then, either on the initiative of the Muslims
or the Christians, that the villages along the route acquired the
unmistakable and legendary medieval appearance which
characterizes them, with tlghtlv groupecl centers, surrounded bv
walls, sheltered by defiant castles and fortresses and connectecl
b_y a network of fortified towers and watchtowers.

today in the countryside, some inherited directly

from the urban guilds, others connected with the
agricultural and ranching background so predominant in
this area. The diversity of products ranges from high
quality book-binding to musical instruments in the
workshops of Cadiz and Granada; inlaid woodwork and
furniture in Cadiz, Jerez or Ronda; fine wrought iron
and metal work in Ronda or Granada. Pottery and
ceramics are
present
everywhere;
textiles in
Grazalema, where
its well-known
woolen blankets
are still woven on
age-old looms;
leather goods,
with the principal
centers of production in the Sierra of Cadiz; carved

woodwork and barrel making, objects made from
vegetable fibers and other crafts, like saddle-making,

which are all witness to deep popular roots.

FIESTAS AND FESTIVALS

he calendar of festivities along the route is very

tight. The Carnival, which has its epicenter in

Cadiz, marks the end of winter. In spring, a whole
series of events take place: Holy Week with its
processions, the first fairs like the Horse Fair in Jerez, the
pilgrimages and the Corpus Christi festivities, which
precede the endless succession of ferias and fiestas in
summer, amongst which there are various festivals of
Moors and Christians. Flamenco, which has its most
genuine roots here, is present in all these festivals.

ANDALUSIA IN CLOSE-UP

“tis not bv chance that many Spamsh and fore1gn
travellers think that the different stages covered bv
_this route reflect the essential traits of the 1 image of

Andalusia, as if in a mirror: splendid vestiges of a Muslim
past, which flourish from Algeciras to Ronda and
Granada. Towns and fortifications swathed in chivalrous
romances, unusually vibrant and dramatic landscapes, the
cosmopolitan atmosphere of Cadiz, in contrast to the
rustic authenticity of the villages in the sierras. The
ubiquitous presence of flamenco as the deepest example
of popular expression,
a11cl, ﬁnally, the
importance and interest
incited by the horse and
the fighting bull,
protagonists in so many
festivals and places in
these lands.
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Information Points

ALGECIRAS

Oficina de Turismo de la Junta
de Andaluci

Juan de la a, 5/n

Tel. 670 948 731

TARIFA

Oficina Municipal de Turismo
Paseo de la Alameda s/n
Tel. 956 680 993

CASTELLAR DE LA
FRONTERA
Ayuntamiento.

Plaza de Andalucia s/n.
Tel. 956 693 001

JIMENA DE LA
FRONTERA
Ayuntaim

Calle a, 61
Tel, 956 640 569

Call= Guzméan el Bueno,
Tel. 952 151 000

CASARES

Casa Natal de Blas Infante
Carrera, 51

Tel. 952 895 521

Ayunt:
Tel. 952 150 000

BENALAURIA
Ayuntamiento

Flaza Teniente Vifas, 1
Tel. 952 152 502

Flaza Beni al- Jal| 1
Tel. 952 152 753

Fla’u de la Constitucién, 2
Tel. 952 183 504

Punto de Informacién
Plaza alameda de la Cruz, 14
Tel. 956 420 330

MEDINA SIDONIA
Oficina Municipal de Turismo
Plaza Iglesia Mayor s/n.

Tel. 956 412 404

CADIZ

Oficina de Turismo de la Junta
de Andaluci

Ramdn de Carranza s/n

Tel. 956 203 191

EL PUERTO
DE SANTA MARIA

Tel. 956 483 715

JEREZ DE LA

Plaza del Arenal 5/n.
Tel. 956 338 874

&Rcos. DE LA

& de Informacion
Turistica
Cuesta de Belén, 5.
Tel. 956 702 264

( RAZALEMA
a de Informacion

Plaz Ascumau:lercus. 3
Tel. 956 132 052

Z ARA DE LA SIERRA
| de Informacion

T

Plaza del Rey, 3

Tel. 956 123 114

ALGODONALES
MAyuntamiento

Avda. de Andalucia, 2
Tel. 956 137 003

Edificio la Cilla

Plaza de la |glesia, s/

Tel. 956 120 816

SETENIL DE LAS
EGAS

%] Munir-ipal de Turismo

Tel. 956 134 261

DA
na de Turismo de la Junta

Tel. 952 187 119

TEBA

Ayuntamiento

Plaza de la Constitucion, 13
Tel. 952 748 020

Avda. Sta, M® del Reposo, 4
Tel. 952 722 168

VELEZ-MALAGA

e Informacion

C/ Poniente, 2, Torre del Mar.
Tel. 952 541 104

ALC, UTLIN

Ayunta

Plaza de la C. unstrturu:ln i
Tel. 952 510 002

ZAFARRAYA
Ayuntamiento

Entrada de Granada, 2
Tel. 958 362 560

LA MALAHA
Ayuntamiento
Real, 16

Tel. 958 587 101

LAS GABIAS
Punto de Infor
Plaza de Espan
Tel. 958 580 261

GRANADA

rismo de la Junta
de Andalu
Plaza Nueva. Santa Ana, 4.
Tel. 958 575 202

na de Informacion
a del Patronato

1e| 953 247 128

Oficina Municipal de
Informacién Tu
Ayuntamiento d
Plaza del Carmen s/n.
Tel. 958 248 280

Fundacién Piiblica Andaluza

El legado andalust

Calle Mariana Pineda s/n. Corral del Carbén. 18009 Granada, Spain.

phone: +34 958 22

www.legadoandalusi.es - www.rutas.legadoandalusi.es - info@legadoandalusi.es.
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter: legadoandalusi




ALGECIRAS

= | T :}‘ . Algeciras and .Cranada symholiz.e
| ' & the North African presence mn
[ Andalusia. Algeciras, from the
. Arabic al-Yazira al Jadra, the
green island, was founded to fulfill
aroleasa bridge between the
Peninsula and Africa. In the 11th
c., it was the first town m Al
Andalus to Ppass into the hands of
the Almoravids, when the grand
emir Yusuf Ibn Tasufin chose it to
be a strategic bastion on the

Andalusian coast. Following a
period of splendour under the
North African clynasties, it
suffered a sudden decline in the

]4th L when it was sacked l:)y the Nasrids from Granada. Its

recuperation came in the 18th Ciy experlencmg constant grow -th

and turning into one of the largest towns in the province of
Cadiz. Stimulated by the bustle of the Straits and the maritime
trattic, the old town centre looks out over the |:>ay, with
Gibraltar in the l:)acl(ground Interestlng places are the Plaza
Alta, streets with Baroque i Modernist and Engllsh stvle houses,
a Munlclpal Museum and gardened areas in the Old Town

TARIFA

‘We move on to another key location of the Straits. TariFa, the
most southerly point, reaches =o far out to sea that the coast of
Morocco can be contemplated in minute detail. Founded over
Phoenician and Roman remains, the Muslims created a key city
for Hispano-Aﬁ‘ican relationships and named it after the Berber
Tarif Ibn Malluk, who in 710
undertook an exploratory

~ visit before the conquest. Its
importance was established in
the 10th <. N with the
construction of a formidable
castle. Following the
Christian reconquest in 1292,
it became legendaly owing to

Guzmién el Bueno's gesture, in choosing to sacrifice his son rather
than surrender the vil]age. A lot remains ﬁ'om that time, as can l:)e
seen in the Municipal Museum. At the same time, the winds of
change blow strongly here and have turned its beaches into a
paradise for windsurfing, together with other attractions like the

I‘lliIIS Of Bolonia.

CASTELLAR DE LA FRONTERA

Moving inland. the route branches off towards Ronda through
the mountains, and all of a sudden the impressive sight of a
walled precinct appears, a construction whose appearance has
hardly changed since the Middle A.ges. The lovely village of
Old Castellar, surrounded l:)y its impressive walls, constitutes a
perfect example of the
= borderline villages of the

4 Nasrid K_ingdom of Granada
and perfectly illustrates those
times of intensive struggle and
interchange. The modern part
of the village occupies an area

down the hill.

JIMENA DE LA FRONTERA

The landscape gets rougher on c.atching sight of the Roman
Oﬂa, then named Xemina, at the foot of a Nasrid castle, which
passed mto Christian hands in 1456. In Jimena one can
appreciate the first hint of the architecture of the sierra villages,
reflected in the design of the -
steep and uneven streets. Here
nature dlsplays the vast stretch of & 4
the Natural Park of Los

Alcornocales, a huge range OP

Mediterranean vlrgln forest,
which hosts some of the most
precious flora and fauna.

GAUCIN

The route leads round Serrania de Ronda, already in the
province of Malaga. Gaucin, the former Sair Guazan, “the strong
rock” of the Andalusian Muslims, stands at the foot of the
defiant castle of El Aguila, tinged with legendary events, such as
the death of Guzman el Bueno in 1309. A rural atmosphere
combmes with the presence of tourists, who are drawn from the
nearby Costa del Sol, in its small squares and Wincling streets,

dotted with fountains, stately mansions and interesting buildings.

CASARES

Opposite Gaucin, at the foot of
Sierra Crestellina, the whitewashed
hamlet of Casares stands out as a
perfect exa:nple of an “Andalusian
vi]lage 2 given its precarious setting
on a large rock the blinding
whiteness of its bullcllngs and the

castle which crowns it, with an old church built upon a mosque
set within its walls. From Moorish Casares, the home town of
Blas Infante, ploneer in the creation of an Andalusian reglonal
CONSClOUSNESs, the mountamns give onto the Mediterranean, which
can be made out in the distance 4 like a fascinating l:)ackdrop.

ALGATOCIN

Algatocfn, in the lands of the Banu
Atus clan, is situated in the lush
Genal river valley, carpeted with
one of the best preserved forests in
Andalusia, with chestnut trees that
become spectacular in the autumn.
Itisa charining white village on the
side of a hill, where mills and other
attractive elements of traditional
architecture are well preserved.

BENALAURIA

Benalauria, w -hich has clung to the
preclpltous slope of the hillside since the

8th c. , owes 1ts name to the Banu-l-
Hawariyya clan, who came from
Morocco. Strolling about the winding
streets, one reaches the Town Hall, a mid-
18th c. editice, the19th c. church of Santo
Domingo and in the upper part of the
village, the handsome huilding, La

Molienda, now an ethnographic museum.

BENADALID

The rosary of small villages
continues through Benadalid,
the farmstead of the Banu
Khalid Family. Below an
outstanding Arab castle,
which nowadays serves as a
cemetery, there is a beautiful
old town, which becomes

espec1ally llvely during the “Moors and Christians” festlvlties,
which are also held in the nelghbouring town of Benalauria.

ATAJATE

The last hnlk along the va]ley is the village of
Atajate, which controls the access to Ronda
and a handful of villages bunched together
in the vicinity of El Havaral, at the source of
the Genal river. These wild places served as
a rel:uge for the brlgands and smugglers,
who prollferated i the 19th c. This
whitewashed township. with its Arab roof
tiles, 1s centered round the man square, m

the shadow of the church of San José.

ALCALA DE LOS GAZULES

The second branch of the route roams
through the western parts of Cacliz,
passing through historical villages
located between the mountain range of
Sierra de Cadiz and the coastal plains,
following the so-called Ruta del Tore
(route of the Bull). Thus Alcal4 de los
Gazules, “the fortress of the Gazules”,
the haughty silhouette of which

- climbing up a slope containing remains
of the castle and the gothic church of
San Jorge at the top, stands out against
the mountainous backclrop of Los

Alcornocales National Park.

MEDINA SIDONIA

The former Awsido with its phoenician, E
Roman and Visigoth origi.ns. 1= located

on a strategic crossroads between the
slerra, the plains and the coast. It
acquired iInportance i the times of al-
Andalus, when it became the capital of
the prov mce with an Arab ar1stocracy
and a pr1nc1pally Berber population
Accordlng to chronicles of the Almoravid and Almohad periods.
Madinat Saduna or Abu S.rzf.::m, was noted for its ramparts, the
remains of which, such as Arco de Pastora or Puerta de Belén,
still evoke its strength. The church of Santa Maria la Coronada

embellishes its enchanting town centre.

From mountains and hills, the route descends towards Cadiz.,
considered the first urban settlement of the Western World,
founded more than 3,000 years ago, w| ‘hen the Phoenicians
settled the island enclave of Gadir. A prl\nleged stop for trade, its
dense history runs from its splendour mn Roman times, its
unportant role in the times of al-Andalus, to its definitive pealc in
the 18th century, as the metropolis of the Overseas Elnpire.
During its difficult existence in the Middle Ages. it was sacked
several times l:)y the
Vikings. Cadiz was
the base of the
Almoravid fleet that
controlled the
Straits, serving n
turn as a
bridgehead for the
Almohad
penetration in the

= mid-12th century.
After 1ts conquest around 1262, the Christians reinforced its
naval function. The oldest part of the c1ty, around the quarters of
Santa Maria and El Pépulo, are adorned with Roman vestiges
and medieval walls, the Old Cathedral and the colossal New
Cathedral. fruit of the richness that trade with the New World
brought, whereas the remainder of the old town delights the
visitor with its incomparable atmosphere, both artistic and
popular. There is an endless list of worthwhile places to visit,
from fortifications like Puerta de Tierra, walks and squares, such
as San Antonio and Mina, to the splendid Museum of Cacliz, the
oratory of San F ellpe Neri, w ‘here the first Spanlsh Constitution
was proclalmecl m 1812, or Santa Cueva, with its outstancllng

Goya ﬁ'ESC‘OES and an 1nterin1na|:)le llSt OP Otl'lel‘ references

This popular seaside and wine-
producing town, on the other side of
the l:)ay, near the mouth of the
Guadalete river, 1s referred to in the
chronicles as the Moorish af—Q‘zmzh}'.

| meaning "port of the salt mimes". A

| very old mosque remains from that

' time, perhaps datlng from the 10th
century, covered l:)y the castle of San
Marcos, which was built l:)y Alfonso X
m 1265, shortly after the Christian
conquest. Aniong other things, The
Prior church, the Municipal Museum,
the Ribera del Marisco —an extraordinary gastronomic
inducement—, the abundant palaces and wine houses and La
Victoria monastery, add up to make El Puerto de Santa Maria a

recommendable destination.

JEREZ DE LA FRONTERA

Jerez 1= situated amidst fields and vineyards. which have made it
famous. Its fame stems from Hispano-Muslim period when Saris

appears as one of the prlnclpal towns of the prov1nce of Saduna.
In Almorawvid times, a chronicler described it as, a fort.*.)‘i«) towrn of
a medium size, rm_gu} 5_}; walls; its .rurmmzé'm_qd are pfemrm.—.‘ because tk
it located in the midat qf w}ze_yarau, olive groveds and f.-g trees. The town's
iInportance increased upon
belng 1ncorporated into the
K_lngdom of Castile in 1264
as a frontier town with the
Kingdom of Granada. Along
with the reconstruction of its
historical past, that can be
seen in the Archaeological
== Museum, the legacy of al-
Andalus becomes tanglble in its Alcizar, built |:)y the Almohads
and dating from the late 12th c. It includes a mosque, that was
later consecrated as a church, and Moorish Baths. It 1s difficult
to do justice to the wealth of this well-endowed town with a
great cathedral, a proliﬁc number of religious huildings, covering
all styles, and cmvil l:)uildings like the Cabildo Viejo. or its
Carthusian monastery, where the purest breed of Andalusian
horses was preserved, apart from its aromatic wine cellars,
temples to the delicate sherry wines, and its traditional quarters,
where the most genuine in flamenco art thrives.

ARCOS DE LA FRONTERA

The route now continues through cultivated fields and hills until
it reaches Arcos, which is considered one of the most beautiful
villages in Spain. The town occupies a fantastic site right on top
of rocl{, with a sheer drop of 150 meters. Its orig'ins date back
so far, that it is said that one of Noahs grandsons founded it,
although the most tangible remains date from the Muslim
period, when Arkus appears as
one of the main Berber
settlements, w rhich eventually
headed an ephemeral Taifa
l(mgdom in the 11th century.
Enveloped in old stories and
romances, a town with a truly
impressive architectural wealth
came into heing. At the top, the

castle and the magnificent church of Santa Maria de la
Asunc1on, Wlth 1ts hefty tower that competes n appearance
with the 1 1mposmg church of San Pedro. All this bordered l:)y
lots of beautiful palaces, mansions and magniticent houses with
patios, remains of the ramparts, convents and other rellglous
l:)ullcllngs that make up an enchantlng maze.

GRAZALEMA

The journey reaches its highest point at Grazalema, the capital
town of the Sierra, which is surrounded l:)y rugged peaks over
1,500 m. high. The town took shape under the Moors, t'ollowing
its settlement by Berbers from the mountains, who adapted to its
environment of forests and livestock and gave it its name,
derived from the tribal Banu Saltm or Ben Zulema. From the 13th
c. the Nasrids used it as a bulwark until it fell into the hands of
the Christians n 1485, together with the remaincler of the
mountainous areas of Cadiz and Ronda. Along with its town
centre, calmed l:)y the relax:ing sound of the fountains, this haven
in the sierra is the key to the treasure of the Sierra de Grazalema
Natural Park, an
extraordinary landscape,
which apart from
: constituting the enclave of
" most rainfall rate in the
Peninsula, is also home to
i woods of rare Spanish firs,
dating from the Tert'iary and
other marvels of Nature.

ZAHARA DE LA SIERRA

The vibrant stamp of this “white village " looks as if it emerged
from the iInagination of a romantic painter: a cluster of houses
perched on a chff top, with a castle at the summait. [ts name
comes from the Arab word aa;}zra, “the rock”, which 1s already
a clue to its past, because Zahara stood out among the villages
that marked the limits of the Kingdom
of Granada. Taken by the Christians in
1407, the sudden attack l:)y Moors in
1481, served as an excuse for the
Catholic monarchs to undertake the
final stage of the war against the
Nasrids. Its history is as impressive as
the beauty of the village and its
surroundings, which includes some of
the most iInposing enclaves of Sierra de

Grazalema Natural Park.

ALGODONALES

Situated at the foot of the Sierra de
Lijar, it was settled m the 16th
century on the site of a former
Muslim settlement that was
dependent on Zahara. The colourful
Baroque of the church of Santa Ana,

considered to be one of the most

notable in the provmce of Cadlz., 2 .
stands out in the midst of endless vs,lute“ ashed walls. Thanks to
the conditions in its slerra, Algoclonales 15 an lmportant centre

FOI' hang-glldlng and parachuting.

OLVERA

At a distance and from all angles, Olvera appears on the crest of
a hill, crowned l:)y its castle's tower and the magnificent church
of La Encarnacion, which make Olvera the perfect example of a
medieval town. The Muslim Wubira, then named Olvera or
Olivera l:)y the Castilians after its conquest in 1327, was one of
the most iInportant fortified towns on the western frontier of
the Kingclom of Granada. Along with its quiet urban corners
and artistic buildings, it 1s
worth a visiting the
Cultural Center of La Cilla,
located inside the walls of
the castle, which contains
an attractive and detailed
exhibition on the hectic
periocl at the end of the
Middle Ages. full of legends

and romantic tales.

SETENIL DE LAS BODEGAS

This unusual vi]lage can both confuse
and iInpress the traveller. Instead of
announcing itself at a d.istance, it takes
one by surprise, half-hidden in a
narrow gorge cut bv the Trejo river.
Above, at the level of the plateau and
Relds, stands the citadel, which was
taken by the Catholic Monarchs in
1484 and the remams of the alcizar
and the church.The unusual buildings
of Setenil line the depths of the gorge,
some of them being semi-excavated
mto the terrain and often under

massive protruding rocks.

RoNDA

Whether approaching along the Genal or the Setenil rIvers, the
route reaches one of its fundamental landmarks, Ronda, “the
dreamt city" of the posets, the throhl:)ing heart of Romantic
Andalusia and also one of the most remarkable bulwarks of
Muslim Spain. Its position on the edge of the gorge, m the midst
of a grandiose landscape of mountains and valleys, is complete]v
l:)reathtalclng Its character didn't take shape until the arrival of
the Muslims, when
Rundab appeared as the
capital of Takurunna, an
ample mountainous
district with a largely
Berber population. The
nature of its inhabitants
and the favourable
conditions of the terrain
gave it an independent
character. to the extent
that it establlshed itself as an lndependent k_lngdom in the 11th
century, led l:)y the Banu Ifran clan, of African llneage
Following the consolidation of the Nasrid l(_ingdom. between the
13th and 14th centuries, the sultans ceded Ronda to their
Marinid allies from Morocco, which acted as the main axis of
the western ﬁ‘ontier, until its capitulation to the Catholic
Monarchs in 1485. The Tryb (steep clitt) x spanned l:)y the Puente
Nuevo of 17 93, divides the town centre into two parts. On one
side “La Ciudacl", the Andalusian mzar}m, with walls and gates,
like the Puerta de Almocél:)ar, the main church of La
Encarnacién, which was a mosque, the Mondragon Palace,
formerly the emirs’ court and now Museum of the Town, the
mysterious stairway of the Mina de la Casa del Rey Moro, some
perfect 13th c¢. Moorish Baths and an endless collection of
charming spots. Opposite, on the other side of the ravine, the
Mercadillo, more modern in outlay but also full of monuments,
like Maestranza l:)ullring, inaugurated in 1785, and the leaty
Alameda (promenade), which runs along the ravine’s edge and
gives free rein to the imagination.

TEBA

From Ronda, the route sets off
inland, crossing plains and wheat
fields. Teba is located on a hilltop
on the way to Antequera. It has the
unmistakable layout of a frontier
town, with its Castle of La Estrella
standing on a rock; an immense
fortress built in thel0th century and
enlarged l:)y the Almohads and the
Nasrids from the 12th century. Its
conquest l:)y Alfonso X in 1330 is
shrouded in legend. The steppecl
streets wind up the skirt of the hill
and its rich past is displayed in the

local museum, which 1s well worth a visit.

CAMPILLOS

The cultivated fields that
surround this town define
the landscape of the
Guadalquivir and Genil
rivers and the Very origin of
this place. Campillos came
into l:)eing around 1536,
fo]lowing the upheavals of

medieval times, when this

area, forrnerly S0 subject to
frontier skirmishes, was repopulated. Its outlay is geometrical
and well ordered and centered on the parish church of El
Reposo. In the surrounding area, there is no lack of interesting
places. like the lagoons which constitute a natural reserve, the
gorges and historical settlements like Bobastro, on the nearby
Guadalhorce reservoirs.

VELEZ-MALAGA

The final section of the Route leads to Granada along aroad
which runs directly from the Nlalaga coast to the former Nasnd
capital. via Vélez.-l“élaga. The old Islamic Velix, “the valley".
crops up in the middle of a fertile valley of fruit trees and
tropical plants. Populous and historic, it 1s the capital of the
lovely mountainous region of
Nialaga, the Axarquia. In tone
with its importance. it 1s
crowned l:)y the large fortified
tower of its Alcazal:)a, in the
shadow of which the medieval
quarter of La Villa spreads out
with its magnlticent l:)ulldlngs
Santa Maria la Mayor, which 1s
Niudejar, with a tower that was
a minaret; San Juan Bautista,
which also has a slim heltiy and
a multitude of beaut‘ifully built
convents and palaces, which are
full of historical references, such
as the presence of Cervantes.

ALCAUCIN

From Vélez, the road winds up
the Axarqul'a to Alcaucin, on
the edge of the rugged national
park of the Sierras of Alhama,
Tejeda and Almijara, an area of
! many antiquities and grandiose
landscapes. The legendary castle
of Zalia rises up on a hill above
the town, of Phoenician foundations and Moorish walls but
the most outstanding spot is the Alcézar.

ZAFARRAYA

Beyond the spectacular mountain pass,
known as Boquete de Zafarraya, which
introduces the traveller to the prov: ince
of Granada, comes the town of
Zafarraya, surrounded by orchards in
a plain, which 1is encircled bv rockv
crests. [ts most unportant sites are the

ruins of the Old Church, the
Herlnltage and the Parish Church.

LA MALAHA

Granada and its Vega (valley) can
already be observed upon reaching
La Malah4, a place with Roman
baths and salt ﬂats, which the
Moors exploited by means of an
elaborate system of canals and

pools These were so considerable 2=
and productive that the salt flats gave thelr name to the
v1llage for this is the meanlng of the Arab word al-malaba.

LAS GABIAS

Water 1s responsible for rich and
fertile irrigation farming and olive
groves in this town. Its monuments,
like the Torreén fortress take us back
to the 14th c. and this 15-meter high
structure, indicates the importance of
the town to us. The Roman Baptistry,
the only one preserved in Spain, together with the parish
church of La Encarnacién, the church of El Rosario, the
Hermitage of Las Nieves 3 Depésito and its stately mansions 5
in Niuclejar style, malke this town the antercom to Granada.

GRANADA

The last part of the route
reveals a universally
renowned city to the
traveller, steeped n history,
artistic treasures and a

unique atmosphere. born of
fruitful interchange between
different peoples and
cultures. Its long lustorv,
from the old /liberas to the
11th c. Garnata, inhabited
bv Berbers and Jews,

W hlch came to be the capltal
of the last Muslim lclngdom

in the Peninsula, until its

ecllpse in 1492, constitutes an espec1a]ly slgnlticant chapter of
this trlp Granada was the main stronghold of Almoravid
domination in al-Andalus, ruled by members of the Royal
Family of the Moroccan dynasty. as well as l:)eing one of the last
bastions of its power, which survived, even after the loss of its
imperial seat in Marrakech. Lauded as the Damascus of the Weat,
a fr:(wt far the eyed, raplure for the soul, Granada captivates the
visitor with the enchantment that irradiates from the splendid
palatine fortress of the Alhalnbra, town quarters with an
indelible stamp of al-Andalus such as the All:)ayzin, a fabulous
maze of walls, carmenes (prosperous town houses), palaces and
old mosques, and a truly overw helmlng repertolre of historic
sites of all klnds, such as the Cathedral the Royal Chapel the
Madrasa, Corral del Carbén or the Carthusian Monastery
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